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Indian staff
may sue Italy
embassy over
bias in wages

Dhananjay Mahapatra | TnN

New Delhi: Indians em- :

ployed in the Italian embas-
sy here receive less than
one-third of the salaries
paid to their Italian coun-

ministry of external affairs

dor for
against them on
ethnicity.
ThelIndians employed in
the Italian embassy in the

and 7,225 euros, whereas the
Italians in the same post are
paid salary between 21,924
and 54,724 euros.

Counsel for the Indian
employees in the embassy,

: ment data indicates that private
: hospitals are largely responsible for |
i this. According to the recently re- |
terparts and have now :
sought permission from the - |
: tion)are3to10timesmore prevalent

(MEA) to sue the ambassa- :
discriminating :
the
grounds of nationality and :
: of deliveries in government hospi-
i tals were by C-section while in pri-
. vate hospitals, the share was 41 per
post of executive receivean |
annual salary between 6,652

Pvt hospitals fuel C-sectic

Number Of Caesarean Deliveries 3-10 Times Higher

Subodh Varma
TIMES INSIGHT GROUP

n epidemic of caesarean de-
liveries seems to have over-
taken hospitals and govern-

leased Annual Health Survey, deliv-
eries by caesarean sections (C-sec-

in private institutions compared to,
government institutions,

In several states, the gap is jaw
dropping. In Assam, only 10 per cent

cent. Similarly, in Bihar only 3 per cent
of deliveries were done by C-section in

i governmenthospitals while this share
i roseto22percentinprivate hospitals.

The data was collected in a huge

survey carried out by the Censusoffice
i duringJuly2010and March 2011 cover-

Source: Annual Health Survey, ORGI

UNDER THE KNIFE

as non-governmental age

special attention.
CAESAREAN DELIVERIES OUT Previous surveys haw
OF ALL DELIVERIES IN that at the national level, (
GOVT T makeupabout9percentof
ST BSTIUTES eries but with huge region
Assam 10 | 41 tions,andalso,alarge rur
Bihar 3 22 differential. Clearly, as pr
Chhattisgarh | 8 34 cilities have expanded, so
9 79 rateof operated deliveries
] 3 A Caesarean section is
nical name for delivering ¢
L 40 operating the mother un¢
5 | 20 thesiaratherthanallowin
5 24 laboranddelivery Itisrecc
Uttarakhand | 10 | 30 ed in cases where there is

ingasample of 1.8 crore people spread
over 284 districts in 9 states — Assam,
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand. -

These are states with poor health
outcomes inthepastand have been tar-
geted by both the government as well

Figures in %

due to wrong positioning
by in the womb, obstruct
On an average, a caesarean
costsanythingupward of Rs2

Why is this happening'
health experts wereaghastat
uresand blamed theirrationa
es of the private sector. Ther
plete lack of regulation of
being provided by the privai

Z2555 PM eases land transfer polic
to fast track infra projects

arayanan, has writtentothe ;
MEA saying the ambassa- :

dor and the government of

Italy had not taken correc-

tive measures despite re-

peated representations for :
corrections in the wage :
anomaly leaving no other :
option but to initiate legal :
proceedings for resolution :

of thedispute.

The employees had rep-

i han Singh on Thursday approved
saying, “It is apparent from :

resented the ambassador

acomparison of salaries be-

ing paid to your local con- !
tract-holder employees in
these posts that locally :
hired executives are receiv- :
ing salaries far below those :

given to their colleagues
who are Italian nationals,

regardless of the fact that :

the work being done is ex-
actly thesame.”

“equal pay for equal work”

cepts of both Indian and
Italian law. They said in re-
sponse to their earlier legal
notice, the embassy had de-
nied wrong-doing and claim

Ttalian counterparts.
Shankaranarayanan
said, “The only option avail-

abletotheIndianemployees :

in the Ifalian Embassy is to
file a suit in the Delhi HC

making claims concerning

equalization of pay, and dis-

effect from their respective
datesof appointment.”

TIMES NEWS NETWORK
New Delhi: Prime Minister Manmo-

changes in the land transfer policy for
government- owned land which would
help pave the way for fast-tracking
pending infrastructure projects.

The latest move adds to the efforts
of the PMO to kick-start infrastruc-
ture projects, crucial to revive growth

: and boost sentiment. The UPA govern-

ment, which has been under fire for
project delays and lethargy in policy-

:{ making,iskeen toboost investor senti-
: ment and get the engines of growth

The employees in their
representation to the MEA @
said that the principles of :

roaringagain.
Early last year, a ban had been im-
posed on transfer of government-own-

: ed land to any entity except in cases
and non-discrimination on :
the grounds of race andna-
tionality were integral per- :

where land was to be transferred from
one government department to anoth-
er. Now, the PM has approved changes

i that will allow all cases of land trans-
: fer from ministries to statutory au-
; thoritiesor PSUs.

Hehasalsorelaxed all casesofland

transfer onlease orrent or licencetoa
for pay parity with their

concessionaire which have been ap-
praised through the Public Private

Partnership Approval Committee

(PPPAC) route and approved by the fi-
nance minister or by the ministers
concerned or by the Cabinet, depend-
ing upon the value of the project.

The PM has also allowed develop-

: ment and use of railway land by Rail
bursement of arrears with !

Land Development Authority (RLDA),
according to the provisions of Rail-

! ways Amendment Act, 2005, and gov-

ernmentrules.

According toa PMO statement, the
relaxation in the land transfer rules is
expected to significantly speed up
award of public-private partnership
(PPP)projects from thismonth.

After the ban was imposed last
year, the department of economic af-
fairs was asked to prepare a compre-
hensive land transfer policy for gov-
ernment-owned land. '

Any department which had to im-
plement a project which required pro-
viding land either through lease, li-
cence or rent, had to seek Cabinet
approval. The process of securing
Cabinet approval is a time-consuming
exercise that delayed projects.

“This was leading to long delays in
awarding contracts for infrastructure
projects, particularly PPP projects. All
PPP infrastructure projects — roads,
railways, ports, civil aviation and met-
ros—havesomeelementof landalien-

#builton govt-owned |
* Prime Minister’s Office

datofy Cabinet

] causing long de
lnﬂ\'\‘i‘va’ffd"hg contracts for
frastructure projects. All |

- infrastructure pro;ects B
- roads, railways, ports, civ
_av&atlon and metros — ha

some element of land alle
ation as the projectis

ation as the project is often b
government owned land,” th
statément said.

“The government contin
own the land which is lease:
cenced out. Requiring Cabinet:
al for each PPP project meanta
few months to complete the pr
for securing Cabinet approv:
statement said.

Delayed projects have been
one of the key reasons for th
down in industrial growth. Ir
players have often complainec
thedelay in land acquisition.

The government is betting
viving growth through large
tructure projects. This would al
attract investments and help
the sentiment. Growth slowe
nine-year low of 5.3% in the J¢
March quarter, while overall
crawled to 6.5% in 2011-12, bel
government’sinitial estimatec
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